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Second Sunday of Easter, Sunday of Divine Mercy - April 11, 2021

“Blessed are those who have not seen

and have believed.” Today’s Gospel:

John 20:19-31

The Feast of the Divine Mercy

falls on the Second Sunday of Easter

– the Octave of Easter. It celebrates

the Lord’s mercy for sinners.

Although the feast has been part

of the Church for centuries, God

reminded us of this message nearly a

century ago when he appeared to a

Polish nun  in 1931. Today she is

known  as St. Maria Faustina

Kowalska.

During this time, God’s graces to

us are bountiful. Pope John Paul II

tell us, mercy is “love’s second name.”

This love  helps us as we face poverty,

brokenness and sin.

When Jesus appeared to Faustina,

He was clothed in a white garment

with His right hand raised in blessing.

His left hand was touching His

garment in the area of the Hear where

two large rays emanated – one red

and one pale.

Divine Mercy SundayDivine Mercy SundayDivine Mercy SundayDivine Mercy SundayDivine Mercy Sunday

He told St. Faustina, ”The soul

that will go to Confession and receive

Holy Communion shall obtain

complete forgiveness of sins and

punishment.”

He then gave the Sister a novena

for nine days of prayer and a Chaplet

to use when praying the rosary.

God’s message to us of Divine

Mercy is important. However, we

must also become living examples of

His word.

One priest gives us the ABCs of

Divine Mercy.

Ask for Mercy.Ask for Mercy.Ask for Mercy.Ask for Mercy.Ask for Mercy. In Scripture, Jesus

says, “Ask and it will be given to

you… for everyone who asks receives.

Be merciful in deed, word andBe merciful in deed, word andBe merciful in deed, word andBe merciful in deed, word andBe merciful in deed, word and

prayer.prayer.prayer.prayer.prayer. Not only must we have

compassion for others, but actively

assist people when they are suffering.

Completely TrustCompletely TrustCompletely TrustCompletely TrustCompletely Trust that God will

be with us, particularly when we are

troubled.

Learn more about Divine Mercy

as well as how to pray the Novena

and the Chaplet.

Sources: thedivinemercy.org,

divinemercy.life,  homesoflife.net and

dmamerica.catholicwebsite.com and

the book, Divine Mercy Explained by

Father Micahel Gaitley.
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First ReadingFirst ReadingFirst ReadingFirst ReadingFirst Reading

The community of believers was

of one heart and mind, and no one

claimed that any of his possessions was

his own, but they had everything in

common.

With great power the apostles

bore witness to the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus, and great favor was

accorded them all.

There was no needy person

among them, for those who owned

property or houses would sell them,

bring the proceeds of the sale, and

put them at the feet of the apostles,

and they were distributed to each

according to need.

Responsorial PsalmResponsorial PsalmResponsorial PsalmResponsorial PsalmResponsorial Psalm

R. Give thanks to the Lord forR. Give thanks to the Lord forR. Give thanks to the Lord forR. Give thanks to the Lord forR. Give thanks to the Lord for

he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.

Let the house of Israel say,  “His

mercy endures forever.” Let the house

of Aaron say, “His mercy endures

forever.” Let those who fear the

LORD say, “His mercy endures

forever.”

R.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord for

he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.

I was hard pressed and was falling,

but the LORD helped me. My strength

and my courage is the LORD, and he

has been my savior. The joyful shout

of victory  in the tents of the just.

R.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord for

he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.

The stone which the builders

rejected  has become the cornerstone.

By the LORD has this been done; it is

wonderful in our eyes. This is the day

the LORD has made; let us be glad

and rejoice in it.

R.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord forR.  Give thanks to the Lord for

he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.he is good, his love is everlasting.

Second ReadingSecond ReadingSecond ReadingSecond ReadingSecond Reading

Beloved: Everyone who believes

that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by

God, and everyone who loves the

Father loves also the one begotten by

him.

In this way we know that we love

the children of God when we love

God and obey his commandments.

For the love of God is this, that

we keep his commandments. And his

commandments are not burdensome,

for whoever is begotten by God

conquers the world.

And the victory that conquers the

world is our faith. Who indeed is the

victor over the world but the one who

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came through

water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by

water alone, but by water and blood.

The Spirit is the one that testifies,

and the Spirit is truth.

AlleluiaAlleluiaAlleluiaAlleluiaAlleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluiaR. Alleluia, alleluiaR. Alleluia, alleluiaR. Alleluia, alleluiaR. Alleluia, alleluia.

You believe in me, Thomas,

because you have seen me, says the

Lord; Blessed are those who have not

seen me, but still believe!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.R. Alleluia, alleluia.R. Alleluia, alleluia.R. Alleluia, alleluia.R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GospelGospelGospelGospelGospel

On the evening of that first day

of the week, when the doors were

locked, where the disciples were, for

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood

in their midst and said to them, “Peace

be with you.”

When he had said this, he showed

them his hands and his side.

The disciples rejoiced when they

saw the Lord.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace

be with you. As the Father has sent

me, so I send you.”

And when he had said this, he

breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins

you forgive are forgiven them, and

whose sins you retain are retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of

the Twelve, was not with them when

Jesus came. So the other disciples said

to him, “We have seen the Lord.”

But he said to them, “Unless I see

the mark of the nails in his hands and

put my finger into the nailmarks and

put my hand into his side, I will not

believe.”

Now a week later his disciples

were again inside and Thomas was

with them.

Jesus came, although the doors

were locked, and stood in their midst

and said, “Peace be with you.”

Then he said to Thomas, “Put

your finger here and see my hands,

and bring your hand and put it into

my side, and do not be unbelieving,

but believe.”

Thomas answered and said to

him, “My Lord and my God!”

Jesus said to him, “Have you

come to believe because you have

seen me?Blessed are those who have

not seen and have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs

in the presence of his disciples that

are not written in this book. But these

are written that you may come to

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that through this

belief you may have life in his name.


