
 

Keeping In Touch 
 

This week, as we know, we celebrated Thanksgiv-

ing. It is always a wonderful celebration where we 

pause and give thanks. Fr Peter and I had a priest 

visiting us for Thanksgiving and we also had the 

Augustinian Sisters from Topeka with us for 

Thanksgiving dinner. We have so much to be thank-

ful for in our lives. I hope and pray that you all had 

a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving. As we con-

clude our Thanksgiving celebrations, we turn our 

attention to the fact that we start a new liturgical 

year this Sunday. Here we are at the 1
st

 Sunday of 

Advent. This is always a busy time of year but it is 

important that we take time to slow down a bit and 

prepare our hearts and minds to welcome the com-

ing of the Savior. This time of preparation can be 

and should be a graced time. Let us prepare well so 

that we are ready to wel-

come the coming of the Lord 

with love, peace and joy. 

 

Blessings in Christ and  

St. Augustine,  

Fr. Joseph M. Arsenault, SSA, 

JV, VF, Pastor 

Parish Office:  

708 N. 4th Street, Kansas City, KS 66101 

Office:   (913) 371-0627 

Hours:  Mon-Thu 8:30am-5pm Fri 8:30am– 4 

Web:   stjohnthebaptistcatholicchurch.com 

Email:   ourcroatianparish@gmail.com 

Facebook:  St. John the Baptist Croatian Parish 

Instagram:  OurCroatianParish 

Sacraments: 

Confession at 3 pm before Saturday Mass or call 

for appointment 

Parish Staff: 

Fr. Joseph M. Arsenault, SSA, JV, VF, Pastor 

Mrs. Wendy Christ, Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Tony Locatelli, Music Director 

Mass Schedule:  

Saturday at 4 pm  

(at St. John the Baptist in December) 

Sunday at 9 am  

Thursday at 8 am 

Parish Ministries: 

Finance Council Richard Sambol 

Parish Council Don Taylor 

Altar Society  Kelly Moutray 

St. John’s Club Ken Yarnevich  

   913-371-9690 

Prayer Line  (913) 281-4448 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

    November 30, 2025                                                      Matthew 24:37-44 

© 

St. Andrew Christmas Novena 
St. Andrew Christmas Novena 

 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which 
the Son of God was born Of the most pure Virgin 
Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing 
cold. In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my 
God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires 
through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
of His blessed Mother.  Amen 
 

 It is piously believed that whoever recites the 
St. Andrew Christmas novena prayer FIF-
TEEN times each day from the feast of St. 
Andrew (November 30th) until Christmas 
Eve will obtain the favor requested.  



Prayer Requests 
 

Pope Leo XIV, Joe Cavlovic, John Christ Sr. Sarah 

Skradski-Coleman, Diane Boan, Milka Subasic,  

Dianna Stimac, Kathy Riley, Millie Sambol, James 

Lipovac, Chris Braun, Special Intention, In Thanks-

giving, for all those who suffer from homeless-

ness, addictions, cancer, mental health issues, for 

those who are serving time in prison, for all the 

holy souls in purgatory, and anyone else in need 

of our prayers. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

St. John's Seniors Annual Christmas Luncheon  

The Seniors Christmas catered lunch will be 

Wednesday, Dec. 3, at noon in the church base-

ment (for everyone who submitted a reservation and 

paid for the lunch. Note that this will be the First 

Wednesday  (not the second!) At the November 

meeting, we agreed to collect non-perishable food 

items. Please bring those with you. This would in-

clude: Canned goods like soup, pasta sauce, spa-

ghetti and meatballs or Beefaroni Canned fruit and 

vegetables Boxed or bagged items like pancake mix, 

cereal, Ramen noodles and pasta Paper goods like 

paper towels, toilet paper and tissues Cleaning sup-

plies like multi-purpose cleaner, toilet bowel clean-

er, dish soap Remember, these items will be used to 

serve Kansas City, Kansas residents. Thank you! 

For questions, call Joanne Lally.  

 

Altar Society Christmas Party  

Please make sure to RSVP for the Altar Society 

Christmas Party it will be on Sunday, December 7, 

2025 at the Strawberry Hill Museum after 9am 

Mass . 913-334-1230 or hskradski@msn.com.  

 

Coffee and Donut Sunday 

The event will be hosted by the Parish Council on 

Sunday December 7th. Please come and join the 

parish for fellowship and updates from other parish-

ioners.  

 

St. Bernadette’s Circle  

Members of the circle are invited to come to the 

meeting on Tuesday December 9th at 6 pm at the 

house of the hostess. Not a member, but want to 

become a member?  Call the office for more infor-

mation 913-371-0627.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, November 30-  First Sunday of Advent 

9am- Mike, Barbara & Anna Kralj 

 Josip Panijan 

 Georgette Pemberton 

 Katica Jadric, Karlo & Barbara Hotujac 

 

Thursday, December 4-  

8am-  Ike & Kate Modrcin 

 Jeffrey Hughes & Samuel Hughes 

  

  

 

Saturday, December 6-  

4pm- Vigil Mass at St. John the Baptist 

           People of the Parishes  

  

 

Sunday, December 7-  Second Sunday of Advent 

9am- Nick & Joe Fabina 

 Draga Tokic 

 Michael & Kathy Tomas 

 Rita Rodina 

 

 

  

LITURGICAL MINISTRY - NOV-DEC 

 

November 30, 2025-  

Lectors:  C. Schneider, V. Tomasic 

Eucharistic Ministers:  M. Tomasic 

Servers:  A. Garcia, M. Garcia 

Sacristans:  P. Mikesic, P. Hill 

 

December 6-7, 2025-  

Lectors:  L. Worner ;  C. Schneider, M. Garcia 

Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Morrow ; M. Tomasic 

Servers:  A. Morrow ; A. Garcia ; M. Garcia 

Sacristans:   

Please submit any bulletin news and events by Wednes-

day to the Parish office by phone 913-371-0627 or email 

to ourcroatianparish@gmail.com  

(If you or a family member or a friend requests prayers 
for someone, we will add them on our Prayer List. 
Please contact the church office to renew, add, or re-
move a name from the list.) 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

 

                                        Sun.11/23/25             

Envelopes:                    2834.00 

Loose:                                     33.00 

Building Fund:                  150.00 

Candles:                                  128.00  

Poor Box:         15.00 

Christmas Flowers:              30.00  

Catholic Campaign for Human Dev:    20.00 

Donation(s):                       250.00

     

 

Visit Our Sunday Visi-

tor online giving at  

https://osvhub.com/

stjohnthebaptistks/

giving/funds 

https://osvhub.com/stjohnthebaptistks/giving/funds
https://osvhub.com/stjohnthebaptistks/giving/funds
https://osvhub.com/stjohnthebaptistks/giving/funds


 

The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Monday, December 8 
 

Mass Opportunities 
8:00 a.m. - Holy Family Church 
10:00 a.m. - St. John the Baptist 

7:15 p.m. - Holy Family Church Burmese 
Patronal Feast Day  

of the United States of America 

Just a few sides Notes…. 
 

Request for Photos of Fr. Joseph’s 25th Anniver-

sary Celebration  

We’re gathering photos of Fr. Joseph’s 25th Anniver-

sary Mass and Reception to create a special collec-

tion of memories in a book for Fr Joseph and his 

family. If you wish to share any photos taken during 

the celebration, please send them to our parish 

email address: ourcroatianparish@gmail.com.  

 

125th Anniversary Books 

Thanks to everyone who purchased the 125th Anni-

versary Books! We are very excited to share the 

book and its many memories with everyone. We 

have been told it might take a few more weeks for 

delivery, Questions? sjb125years@gmail.com. 

 

We have 5 Salamis left from this year's festival that  

are available for sale at $30 a piece. Please call Wen-

dy at the rectory, 913-371-0627, if you want to 

make a purchase. Thank you. 

 

Sacristans 2026 

If anyone is interested in serving as a Sacristan in 

2026, please contact the church office. The time 

commitment for Saturdays is generally one Mass per 

month. It is for the six months in the year that St 

John's has a Saturday Mass. The commitment is the 

same for our Sunday Mass except it is for all twelve 

months of the year. Time spent as a Sacristan Is one 

hour before Mass preparing the church and altar for 

Mass and about 20 minutes after Mass. Training and 

written instructions will be provided 

 



 

Help feed the hungry!   Donate non-perishable 
food items such as tuna, canned chicken, peanut butter, 
soups, vegetables, beans, canned fruit, crackers, rice, ce-
real, etc.   
 

Also, personal hygiene items such as toilet paper, femi-
nine hygiene products, soap, and toothpaste.  Expired 
items and opened packages will not be accepted.  All 
the items you donate will be taken to Catholic Charities 
Food Pantry. 

 

 BABY SHOWER  
DONATION DRIVE 
In Honor of the Christ Child 

 

The St. John Altar Society is sponsoring their annu-
al Baby Shower Donation Drive from November 15 
through January 4, 2026. 
 

Suggested items to donate: 
 

 Diapers 
 Wet Wipes 
 Baby Shampoo 
 Baby Wash 
 Baby Lotion 
 Pacifiers / Baby Bottles 
 Onesies / Sleepers 
 Diaper Rash Ointment 
 

Bring your donations to the church when you attend 
mass or bring to the parish office at 708 N 4th St.  
All the items donated will be given to Kansas 
City Pregnancy Clinic, 636 Tauromee Ave., Kan-
sas City, Kansas. 
 
 

Rosary Rally! 

Please join us to Honor 

Our Blessed Mother and 

Our Lady of Fatima 

which will be held on 

Sunday December 7th 

from 3:00 pm to 4:15 

pm at  

St. Philippine Duch-

esne at 5035 Rainbow 

Blvd. Mission Woods, 

KS. 66205. We will pray 

the Joyful, Sorrowful 

and Glorious mysteries 

of the Holy Rosary  

followed by Benediction and the opportunity for 

attendees to enroll in the Brown Scapular. For driv-

ing instructions or future dates for the Kansas City 

monthly Holy Rosary rallies, please vis-

it www.rosaryrallieskc.org  

180 lbs. was 

donated on 

11-25! 

Please keep 

donating! 

Thank you 

http://www.rosaryrallieskc.org/


Experience An Olde World  

Christmas at  

The Strawberry Hill Museum 

 
Now Opened for Guided Tours 

Tickets available online: https://
strawberryhillmuseum.org 
 

720 N. 4th Street  Kansas City, Kansas 66101 



 

PRAYER TO SAINT NICHOLAS 
Feast Day, December 6 

 

O good Saint Nicholas, you who are the joy of 
the children put in my heart the spirit of child-
hood, of which the Gospel speaks, and teach me 
to seed happiness around me.  You, whose feast 
prepares us for Christmas, open my faith to the 
mystery of God made man.  You, good bishop 
and shepherd, help me to find my place in the 
Church and inspire the Church to be faithful to 
the gospel. 
 

O good Saint Nicholas, patron of children, sail-
ors, and the helpless, watch over those who pray 
to Jesus, you Lord and theirs, as well as over 
those who humble themselves before you.  Bring 
us all in reverence to the Holy child of Bethle-
hem, where true joy and peace are found. 
 

Amen. 

Saint Nicholas-Nikolinje Day— December 6 


